+ Fellowship meal Today
after worship service, food
will be provided. Please
come enjoy this time of
fellowship!

Prayer List

Pray for all those with ongoing health

ailments.

e Renee Cumberland (cancer)

e Ora Barrett

¢ Cindy Harper’s granddaughter Olivia
Harper

Communion
Preparation

2025 preparation list is in foyer

Birthday / Anniversary

Lillian Lovett - 3rd

Hudson Rowell - 23rd
Willow Murphy - 25th
Holly Hurst - 30th

Don and Marilyn Potts - gth

Men to Serve

Announcements - Shay Cooper

Scripture Reading - 2 Thessalonians ‘B} FSSED
S

1:5-10

Lead Singing - Chuck Rowell

Scripture Reading - Luke 23:22 - 31

Closing Prayer - Rick Carlberg

&

06 /29 /2025

WELCOME

We are a body of believers whose soul
intention is to glorify and serve the
Lord Jesus Christ, who is the head of
His church. Our desire is to reflect
that of our God--that all be saved.
Anyone who is willing to humble
himself before the mighty hand of
God can be saved.

SUNDAY
WEDNESDAY
Bible Class //
9:30 am 1 Timothy Bible Class //
Worship Service // 7:00 pm
10:30 am

NORTHSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST
4217 Highway 39 N // Meridian, MS 39301
PHONE: (601)483-2726 WEB: www.nscocmeridian.com
Join us via live stream for our worship service!
Like our Facebook page!



SERMON NOTES

In the Midst of a Crooked and
Perverse Generation

By Doy Moyer

If I had decided to be a Christian solely on
how I've seen some Christians act or what
some teach, I would have never become a
Christian.  I've seen some pretty awful
behavior in my life from Christians. I've
been on the receiving end of some terrible
things. I've also acted poorly, to my shame.
Based solely on these criteria, I have had
glﬁu}y reasons over the years to disavow
rist.

There’s a better way. I haven’t given up on
Christ based on what others do and say for
the simple reason that committing to Christ
is not based on what others do or don’t do
but upon what Christ has done. People will
disappoint, act badly, and teach bad things
— including Christians. That does not
excuse me from following the Lord.

That said, from the Christian’s perspective,
we have to realize that how we act, what we
safy, and how we say it can have a dls_astrous
effect on whether others will receive the
gospel. I am fully aware that some will take
offense even when we speak the truth in
love and act as God desires, but that’s not
what I'm talking about here. Here’s what
I'm talking about:

“A new commandment I give to you, that
you love one another, even as I have loved
you, that you also love one another. By this
all men will know that you are My disciples,
if you have love for one another.” (John
13:34-35)

“I do not ask on _behalf of these alone, but
for those also who believe in Me through
their word; that they may all be one; even
as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that
they also may be in Us, so that the world
may believe that You sent Me.” (John
17:20-21)

People will take note of whether we love or
don’t love one another, and they will see
whether or not we seek to remain united in
Him. From these, they will make judgments
on the merits of Christianity. These are not
little matters, for how we behave can
destroy how others think about even Jesus
Himself. “That the world may believe you
sent Me” should be ringing in our ears. It
doesn’t excuse them. But it won’t help our
case before God either.

Let us be committed to what Paul taught
here: “Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping
alert in it with an attitude of thanksgiving;
gra&nn% at the same time for us as well, that

od will open up to us a door for the word,
so that we may speak forth the mystery of
Christ, for which I have also been
imprisoned; that I may make it clear in the
wa%I ought to speak. Conduct yourselves
with wisdom toward outsiders, making the
most of the opportunity. Let your speech
always be with grace, as_though seasoned
with"salt, so that you will know how you

should respond to each person.”
(Colossians 4:2-6)

Teach truth. Teach it in love. Live truth.
Live it in love for God and one another. In
this way we can be the lights we are called
to be (Matthew 5:14-16; Philippians
2:14-16). Let us avoid being stumbling
blocks on the path for others.

Trying To Adapt The Church To
Everyone

By Sewell Hall

I was never an avid baseball fan, and living
in Atlanta has done little to convert me.
One 4th of July, however, I did agree to go
with ‘a group of Christian friends to a
Braves game. From the time we arrived at
the field, I knew this was going_ to be
different. The field was covered with
performln%_ high school bands — an appeal
to all who like music. And that was only the
begmnlnlg. For those preferring opera, a
Metropolitan Opera star sang the national
anthem. For those more political in taste,
the Attorney General of the United States
led the pledge to the flag. Lovers of money
were tantalized by a $500 door prize.
Cartoon fans were entertained by a million
dollar scoreboard featurln% cartoon
characters. Those living on the level of the
flesh were treated to the sight of a young
lady in short shorts running around the
diamond sweeping off the bases between
every inning. And to climax it all, there was
a huge fireworks display. I don't remember
what team the Braves were playing, muc!
less who won, but that was a game I shall
never forget. That was baseball for people
who don’t like baseball.

Far too many_ churches are trﬁing to
remodel the religion of Jesus Christ to
make it a religion for people who don’t like
religion. For those desiring recreation, they
offer recreation. For those desiring
entertainment, there is entertainment. For
those whose primary interest is secular
education, they offer day care,
kindergartens, schools and colleges. For
those whose appetite is for food, they build
church kitchens and dining rooms. The
attempt is to be “the church for everybody.”

Such carnal, temporal appeals were never
authorized by the Lord. He intended that
the church be a “called out,” separated body
of 1[1>eople. If the gospel is the only appeal, it
will make that separation.

“For. I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it
is the power of God for salvation to
everyone who believes...” (Romans 1.16)

“For though we walk in the flesh, we do not
war according to the flesh. For the weapons
of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in
God for pulling down strongholds, casting
down arguments and every high thing that
exalts itself against the knowledge of God,
bringing every thought into captivity to the
obedience of Christ” (2 Corinthians 10.3-5)



